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TO KNOW A LITTLE MORE ...

A moving material. Dig the rope until the right phrase and breath are born. A sentence in 
perpetual becoming that never ceases to be made and undone.

It is Nuage, a poem-shaped show by Stéphane Ricordel, that made me want to share 
this trip with him. Because Nuage stays in me like a moving painting, because that night 
I really felt the verticality in space as a language.

In the beginning, I played, Stéphane listened. Then he said to start seeing spaces ap-
pear. But he did not want to close his imagination with solutions.
We decided to move slowly.
To create a world, through the music we share.

The world that has opened to us is that of a meeting proposed by Stéphane with Shan-
tala Shivalingappa.
And it is Bach’s second suite that has imposed itself, naturally.
How does listening live in a body, how does the movement go through a sentence, how 
does it meet?

The space is arranged in such a way that the public is close, so that it can contemplate 
each gesture, each look, listen to each breath and feel each vibration, in all intimacy.

It is so this world that we present, Bach Jour.
Sonia Wieder-Atherton



ABOUT

This exploration is born from the meeting between the cellist Sonia Wieder-Atherton, the In-
dian and contemporary dancer Shantala Shivalingappa and the director Stéphane Ricordel. The 
dance leads the music and vice versa, the music follows the body, each one guides the other. 
Movements, whether cello or dance, as well as looks transmit emotion in a continuity between 
instrument and body where the public is free to choose what it wants to see.

This show is played in-situ, in unusual places, in outdoors or indoors.
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TEAM

According to an idea of Sonia Wieder-Atherton and Stéphane Ricordel
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BIOGRAPHIES

SONIA WIEDER-ATHERTON
CELLO

For Sonia Wieder-Atherton, music has always been a laboratory. Her research has taken her from one « reper-

toire » to another, from one discovery to the next one. Constantly exploring. 

Born in San Francisco of a mother of Romanian origin and an American father, she grew up in New York and 

then Paris where she enrolled at the Conservatoire National Supérieur, studying with Maurice Gendron. 

At 19, she crossed the borders to live in Moscow where she studied with Natalia Chakhovskaya at the Tchai-

kovsky Conservatory. Her years there left an indelible mark. In addition to receiving a top class education, she 

got a special relationship with time and stories. 

Returning to France, at 25, she won the Rostropovich Competition.

She enjoys nothing better than to decipher the language of contemporary composers like Pascal Dusapin, 

Georges Aperghis, Wolfgang Rihm, all of whom she has been prompt to champion and who have written for her.

Researching the «classical» repertory with equal devotion, her curiosity sets her interpretations apart.

She performs as a soloist under the guidance of numerous conductors, notably : the Paris Orchestra, the French 

National Orchestra, the Belgian National Orchestra, the Liège Philharmonic, the Israel Philharmonia, the Gul-

benkian Orchestra in Lisbon, the Philharmonic Orchestra of Luxembourg, … and works regularly with musicians 

like Imogen Cooper and Raphaël Oleg.

In recent years she has instigated a wide range of projects conceived as complete musical and visual expe-

riences. For Sonia Wieder-Atherton, playing Bach, Beethoven, Jewish songs or Nina Simone, is the same 

movement, asking the same questioning : that of a voice that can never be understood if it is heard in isolation. 

Sonia Wieder-Atherton constantly pushes back the boundaries, venturing with her cello into other artistic forms, 

with projects like From the East in Music, a show designed with footage from Chantal Akerman’s film, and two 

projects: Night Dances, with Charlotte Rampling, featuring works by Benjamin Britten and Sylvia Plath, and Mar-

guerite Duras’ Navire Night with Fanny Ardant. In 2011, she received the Bernheim Foundation Award which 

each year acknowledges three creative works in the fields of the arts, literature and science. In 2015, she was 

named Chevalier des Arts et Lettres. In 2018, Sonia Wieder-Atherton played for the solemn tribute of the Nation 

to Simone Veil at the Pantheon.

soniawiederatherton.com
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SHANTALA SHIVALINGAPPA
DANCE

Since her childhood, Shantala Shivalingappa shares her time between Madras where she was born, and Paris 

where she grew up. She was trained in classical Indian dance at a tender age by her mother, the dancer Savitry 

Nair and then by her Master Vempati China Satyam, in the Kuchipudi style. Since the age of 13, she had the 

privilege of working with some of the greatest artists of our times: Maurice Béjart (1789…et nous), Peter Brook 

for whom she played Miranda in The Tempest and Ophelia in Hamlet, Bartabas (Chimère), Pina Bausch (O Dido, 

Néfès, Bamboo Blues), Ushio Amagatsu (Ibuki). Such experiences make her artistic journey a truly unique one. 

Today, internationally acclaimed as a rare dancer, she is an ambassador for Kuchipudi, sharing the passion for 

this style across the globe. She was the first to earn a Bessie Award in New-York (2013) for a South-Asian style, 

for her Kuchipudi solo Shiva Ganga. Shantala shares her time between touring with her solos and expanding 

her own choreographic work in the Kuchipudi style. Passionate about human encounters and the artistic journey 

they trigger, she also revels in collaborating with various artists in the exploration of dance, music and theatre. 

So were born Play with Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Blooming with Charles ‘Lil Buck’ Riley, Peer Gynt with Irina Brook 

or aSH with Aurélien Bory.

shantalashivalingappa.com

© Koen Broos



©  Jean-Luc Caradec

STEPHANE RICORDEL
STAGE DIRECTOR

After 17 years abroad (Algeria, Kuwait, Libya), he continued his studies of visual arts and cell biology in Paris. 

He starts the theater at Cours Florent, then with Claude Régy, to enroll in the circus school Fratellini. In 1992, he 

co-founds the company Les Arts Sauts: 1575 shows in 57 countries, 15 years of nomadism and extraordinary 

adventures in a group of 35 people. Since March 2009, he co-directs with Laurence De Magalhaes, the Théâtre 

Monfort, cultural institution of Paris, and since September 2016, the Festival Paris l’été. He leads the CNAC’s 

end-of-year show ÂM in 2011, the 50th annual Union des artistes Gala, and creates Acrobates in 2013 with 

Olivier Meyrou, En Passant with Denis Lavant and Dima Yaroshenko. As part of Nuit Blanche 2015 in Paris, 

he creates the performance Nuage. In 2016, he creates with the Ukrainian musicians Dakh Daughters and cir-

cus artists, a crazy cabaret, Terabak de Kyiv, currently on a European tour. In 2018, he participates in Picasso 

Circus, a show presented at the Musée d’Orsay as part of an exhibition on Picasso, and leads Bach Jour with 

Sonia Wieder-Atherton and Shantala Shivalingappa. Today, with Olivier Meyrou and Matias Pilet, he creates Les 

Aventures d’Hektor, which will be shown for the first time in 2020.



MAIN FEATURES 
BACH JOUR

 
Duration 30 min
For 180-200 spectators
Tour team 4 persons max

Circular scenic form
Indoor / Outdoor with a floor adapted to dance
No sound / Natural light of the place
Cello transport
Travel generally from Paris
Arrivals at D-1

Technical and financial on demand
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IN THE PRESS

«The talented cellist demonstrates once again the extent of her 
eclecticism. Notably with Bach Jour a very powerful and almost hypnotic 
duo with the dancer Shantala Shivalingappa.» Les Echos

«The traditional dancer Shantala Shivalingappa offers herself a duet 
amazing with cellist Sonia Wieder-Atherton. (...) A pas de deux on a 
Bach Suite that takes advantage of the staging of Stéphane Ricordel.»  
Télérama Sortir

«Outstanding performers, the cellist Sonia Wieder-Atherton as the 
dancer Shantala Shivalingappa affirm each one on their own ways their 
desire to create and experiment with new approaches. Both conceive 
their art as a quest and an exploration nourished by many influences. 
They meet around a Suite from Bach, top of cello writing. Under the 
look of Stéphane Ricordel, they improvise and confront their singular 
representations of the work. By the music and the dance gesture.» 
La Terrasse
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